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EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE
ENCOURAGING SUSTAINABILITY
Establishment
The foundation Forum für Verantwortung established the educational initiative Encouraging Sustainability in 2006 in collaboration with the ASKO EUROPA-STIFTUNG (AES) and the European Academy of Otzenhausen (EAO). Over the
course of nine years, Encouraging Sustainability has developed into an educational project with an international focus with the goal of motivating people to deal
responsibly with the Earth system on the basis of a broad, public, science-based
discourse.
Arno Krause, founder of the EAO and longstanding president of its Assembly of
Partners, as well as his successor Klaus-Peter Beck, who is also chairman of the
Board of Trustees of AES, have provided decisive support to the large-scale project
from the beginning. Without their dedication and the financial support of the
AES, the educational initiative could not have been made a reality.
As CEO of AES (2000-2010), Dr. Michael Meimeth also provided strong support to
the educational initiative, especially in its early years.
Wolfram Huncke, science journalist and former editor-in-chief of bild der wissenschaft (1972-1989), has advised the foundation Forum für Verantwortung since
the establishment of the educational initiative concerning public relations.

Klaus-Peter Beck,
Arno Krause

Wolfram Huncke, Klaus Wiegandt

Klaus-Peter Beck, Prof. Klaus Hahlbrock,
Dr. Michael Meimeth (left to right)
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The sponsors

Forum für Verantwortung
In March, 2005, the foundation Forum für Verantwortung hosted a colloquium on the topic “The
future of the Earth—How much more can our planet
take?” (p. 28) In the words of Klaus Wiegandt, founder and CEO of the foundation as well as founder of the initiative Encouraging Sustainability: “In the
course of the lectures and conversations, it became abundantly clear to the participants that many of our planet’s problems will catch up with us relentlessly if
we are not intentionally and without delay guided by the notion of sustainable
development.” · www.forum-fuer-verantwortung.de

ASKO EUROPA-STIFTUNG
ASKO EUROPA-STIFTUNG dedicates its work to a
Europe that faces up to the political, social, and
ecological challenges of globalization and takes
on responsibility in and for the world. For this reason, it is a co-sponsor of the
initiative Encouraging Sustainability in order to encourage the discourse about
sustainable development in society. · www.asko-europa-stiftung.de

European Academy of Otzenhausen
not-for-profit limited company
“Come together to create Europe.” This has been
the guiding theme of the European Academy of
Otzenhausen since its establishment in 1954. Its work
is devoted to the fundamental questions of European integration—research and
education—as well as German-French collaboration and international politics
from a European perspective.
As a co-sponsor of the initiative Encouraging Sustainability, it is concerned with
the future of the Earth: “Our commitment to and our responsibility for a policy of
sustainability will be the yardstick for measuring the success of European policy,”
emphasizes Arno Krause, longstanding president of the Assembly of Partners.
(p. 79) · www.eao-otzenhausen.de
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Book series on the future of the Earth

In the context of the educational initiative Encouraging Sustainability, the Earth’s
functions and the activities of humans are presented in their interconnections,
and various facets of the existing interrelationships are illuminated in 13 books.
Each individual book covers its topic in a way that is systemically linked to the
other books in the series.
The book series was edited by Forum für Verantwortung, and the German edition
was published by S. Fischer Verlag (2007-2009).
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English-language book series “The Sustainability Project”

The English edition of the first twelve volumes was published in a series titled
“The Sustainability Project” by Haus Publishing, London. On July 13, 2009, Klaus
Wiegandt and the book authors Klaus Hahlbrock, Stefan H.E. Kaufmann, and
Harald Müller presented the series at the Royal Society for the Encouragement
of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce. The series was advertised in the Guardian.
Most of the German books in the series and all of the English ones are also available as e-books.
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Quotations from The Sustainability Project series
“Our future is not predetermined. We ourselves shape it by our actions.” Wiegandt 2008, Editor’s
Foreword to The Sustainability Project series
“The Earth is a complex system consisting of many closely interconnected subsystems. (…) If everything on
our planet functioned according to the simple principle of cause and effect, it would be possible to solve
environmental, economic, or social problems simply by intervening at the right point.” Jäger 2008: 43
“The highest priority for our very existence is a viable biosphere that provides us and everything else dependent upon it with a sufficient quality and quantity of the four basic elements of life: air, water, food
and space to live.” Hahlbrock 2009: 15
“The industrialized nations operate economically as if they had several planets called Earth at their
disposal. For that reason there will not be any sustainable development without a radical increase in
resource productivity.” Schmidt-Bleek: 2007
“Apparently there is a major consensus in international climate research that our climate is changing and
that man is partially responsible for this. (…) The climate problem can be solved. There is still time to act.”
Latif 2009: 100, 190
“Looking at the Earth from space, we immediately recognize it as a water planet. (…) This abundance
of water has many profound implications—most importantly, it is the reason for the existence of life on
Earth.” Rahmstorf/Richardson 2009: 1
“How to deal with water sustainability (and this is true for all other natural resources) is not a problem
that society can simply hand over to the scientists, politicians or economists to solve. This is a crucial
question for our emerging globalized culture, which concerns everyone and will determine our survival.”
Mauser 2009: Preface
“About 95% of the global increase in human population is taking place in developing and mid-income
countries. Populations in the poorest countries continue to grow the most rapidly. This leads to the imminent issue of the life opportunities for the children born there today—and the youth of tomorrow. Many
of these prospects are dire in manifold ways.” Münz/Reiterer 2009: 14
“The great pandemics not only terrify the world, they also drastically constrain the living conditions of
billions of people. If we do not have the courage to reverse developments, conditions for millions of people
will become even worse—and at some point, this will impact us as well.” Kaufmann (personal quotation)
“Our livestock depends on imports of large amounts of feed. Soybean meal makes up the major part of
imported feed. Hence, the massive expansion of soy cultivation in the tropics, again, above all in South
America, is nourishing the livestock in our barns. Almost literally, our animals are feeding off tropical
forests and tropical biodiversity.” Reichholf 2009: 100
“If people in all countries used as much electricity as do those in Germany, worldwide electric-power
generation would almost triple.” Wagner 2008: 37
“Increasing resource productivity should be the decisive aim of environmental policy measures, because it
would automatically bring a reduction in emissions.” Meyer 2009: 75
“It is the resignation of the many that prevents rapid progress towards global governance. It is the
courage of the few that carries it forward.” Müller 2009: 252
“What is actually a credit? (…) One could say it clearly: a (money-)credit is a short sale of money, a short
sale of legal tender. The borrower, the debtor, sells money that he does not have. He promises to settle
this money at an agreed upon date in the future (at maturity of the credit).” Eichhorn/Solte 2015: 48
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The authors of the book series on the future of the Earth
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Our Planet
How Much More Can Earth Take?
Jill Jäger
Haus Publishing, 2008
ISBN 978-1-906598-05-1

Climate Change
The Point of No Return
Mojib Latif
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-14-3

Water Resources
Efficient, Sustainable and Equitable Use
Wolfram Mauser
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-07-5
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Feeding the Planet · Environmental Protection
through Sustainable Agriculture
Klaus Hahlbrock
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-11-2

The Earth
Natural Resources and Human Intervention
Friedrich Schmidt-Bleek
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-09-9

Our Threatened Oceans
Stefan Rahmstorf/Katherine Richardson
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-06-8

2009
2008
2009
2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

Educational initiative Encouraging Sustainability · Book series on the future of the Earth

73
Energy · The World’s Race
for Resources in the 21st Century
Hermann-Josef Wagner
Haus Publishing, 2008
ISBN 978-1-906598-08-2

The New Plagues
Pandemics and Poverty in a Globalized World
Stefan H. E. Kaufmann
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-13-6

Costing the Earth?
Perspectives on Sustainable Development
Bernd Meyer
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-12-9

Overcrowded World · Global Population
and International Migration
Rainer Münz, Albert F. Reiterer
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-10-5

The Demise of Diversity
Loss and Extinction
Josef H. Reichholf
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-15-0

Building a New World Order
Sustainable Policies for the Future
Harald Müller
Haus Publishing, 2009
ISBN 978-1-906598-16-7
Das Kartenhaus Weltfinanzsystem.
Rückblick-Analyse-Ausblick
(The global financial system: A house of cards.
Looking back—analysis—looking forward)
Wolfgang Eichhorn, Dirk Solte
S. Fischer Verlag, 2009
ISBN 978-3-596-18503-0
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Numerous volumes were also published in other languages by foreign publishers and are used in our international study programs.
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Our Planet. How Much More Can Earth Take?
Jill Jäger

German, English,
Japanese, Korean

Feeding the Planet. Environmental Protection
through Sustainable Agriculture
Klaus Hahlbrock

German, English

Climate Change. The Point of No Return
Mojib Latif

German, English,
Korean

The Earth. Natural Resources
and Human Intervention
Friedrich Schmidt-Bleek

German, Chinese,
English

Water Resources. Efficient, Sustainable
and Equitable Use
Wolfram Mauser

German, English

Our Threatened Oceans
Stefan Rahmstorf/Katherine Richardson

German, English,
Korean

Energy. The World’s Race for Resources
in the 21st Century
Hermann-Josef Wagner

German, English,
Korean

Overcrowded World?
Global Population and International Migration
Rainer Münz, Albert F. Reiterer

German, English

The New Plagues.
Pandemics and Poverty in a Globalized World
Stefan H. E. Kaufmann

German, English,
Korean

The Demise of Diversity. Loss and Extinction
Josef H. Reichholf

German, English,
Korean

Costing the Earth?
Perspectives of Sustainable Development
Bernd Meyer

German, English,
Korean

Building a New World Order.
Sustainable Policies for the Future
Harald Müller

German, English

Jäger, Japan
Chuokoron, 2008

Kaufmann,
UNESCO Korea, 2014

Reichholf, UNESCO
Korea, 2014

Schmidt-Bleek, China,
Chemical Industry Press, 2009
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Audiobooks

The book series on the future of the Earth was complemented by the audiobooks “Die Erde
hat Fieber” (“The Earth has a fever”) and “Die Erde am Limit” (“The Earth at the limit”), in
which Klaus Wiegandt and the authors of the book series provide insights into the topics of
their books in conversation with Gábor Paál of the Südwestrundfunk Baden-Baden (SWR)
television and radio station.
The audiobooks are copyrighted.
Die Erde hat Fieber (The Earth has a fever), November 2007
Copyright: Forum für Verantwortung
Author: Gábor Paál, SWR
Focal areas: resources, climate, oceans
180,000 copies of the audiobook “Die Erde hat Fieber” were
published, as well as an accompanying special publication of the
magazine bild der wissenschaft (November 2007).

Die Erde am Limit (The Earth at the limit), Mai 2009
Copyright: Forum für Verantwortung
Author: Gábor Paál, SWR
Focal areas: biodiversity, epidemics, the economic system,
the world order, the world of finance
200,000 copies of the audiobook “Die Erde am Limit” were
published, and it was also distributed as a supplement to
Manager-Magazin (June 2009).

Gábor Paál
Gábor Paál, geographer and earth scientist, is a freelance journalist and radio host, mostly for sciencerelated radio shows on the Südwestrundfunk (SWR)
radio station.
In 2013, he received the UmweltMedienpreis, an
award for media professionals whose work renders
outstanding services to environmental awareness
and preserving the natural foundations of our livelihoods. We thank Mr.
Paál for our excellent collaboration and the scientifically sound realization
of our two audiobooks.
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SCIENTIFIC STUDIES
The foundation Forum für Verantwortung commissioned the prepara-tion of two research reports.
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Study no. 1
“Die ökologischen und ökonomischen Wirkungen eines nachhaltigeren Konsums in Deutschland” (“The ecological and economic effects
of more sustainable consumption in Germany”), under the direction
of Prof. Bernd Meyer, Osnabrück (2010)
The study compares behavior modifications with a baseline. It assumes that these behavior modifications come about by insight into their necessity (intrinsic motivation), i.e., without the use of political instruments. It also assumes that
these behavior modifications do not presuppose technological changes in the form of new
products or production methods. Radical changes in consumer behavior are also excluded.
In a word: Which environmental stresses could be avoided if we do not lower our sights
above all concerning mobility and housing, but are willing to organize ourselves in a different way in these areas? The impacts on the climate goal, measured by CO2 emissions, are of
particular interest. On the other hand, the question arises as to the impacts of these behavior modifications on economic development. Is it true—as many fear—that this would compromise growth and increase unemployment? The study seeks to answer these questions.
(Excerpt from the foreword by Bernd Meyer, p. 6)

Study no. 2
“Richtung Nachhaltigkeit – Indikatoren, Ziele und Empfehlungen für
Deutschland” (“Toward sustainability—Indicators, goals, and recom-mendations for Germany”) under the direction of Prof. Hans Diefen-bacher, Heidelberg (2011)
“(...) With the present publication, we would like to make another contribution to a ‘friendly competition’ of indicator systems for assessing
the sustainability of economic, ecological, and social developments in
Germany. The second goal to be attained with the present publication
emerged in dialogue with Klaus Wiegandt and the foundation Forum
für Verantwortung. We developed the idea to examine what a coherent political toolkit could look like that would substantially move the
Federal Republic of Germany forward toward sustainability.
In this respect, the attempt in the final chapter to sketch that out as a whole is nothing
more, but also nothing less than an invitation to discuss the question as to the minimum requirements of a policy that would actually grant the goal of sustainability top priority. (...)”
(Excerpt from the foreword by Hans Diefenbacher et al., p. 4)
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Study no. 1 was presented to the public at the Representation of Saarland to the
Federal Government in Berlin on May 26, 2010.
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Summarizing conclusions of the study
1. Households can lower their CO2 emissions by 24% and those of the
entire economy by 8.7% by insight into the necessity of more sustainable
behavior alone and without having to suffer losses in terms of mobility
and the quality of their housing.
2. The necessary behavior modifications result in capital investments in
transportation routes, residences, and equipment available in households
that increase energy efficiency in households dramatically by 22% and
that of transportation by 11%, thus reducing expenditures for energy.
3. The impacts on households’ consumer spending are considerable:
Expenditures for energy, maintenance, and purchase of motor vehicles
decline, while expenditures for transportation services, residential rents,
maintenance of residences, and their equipment with electrical devices
increase. Consumption overall is reduced slightly, by 0.4%.
4. The economic impacts overall are positive: Although gross domestic
product remains practically unchanged, private households’ disposable
income increases, as does employment.
5. If we imagine that it will take ten years until all households gradually
come to agree with this necessity, then the assets of private households
will increase by 55.7 billion euros during this time period, compared with
a baseline assuming no behavior modifications. On the other hand, state
revenues from production levies and taxes on goods will decrease.
6. The effects described are conservative estimates, for the assumption that technologies and qualities of goods will remain unchanged is
questionable. It is more likely that competition will force producers and
investors to develop more sustainable technologies and consumer goods,
which will tap additional potential.
7. The political community is called on to support information for consumers through labeling and the like much more strongly than today.

Source: Die ökologischen und ökonomischen Wirkungen eines nachhaltigeren
Konsums in Deutschland (Bernd Meyer)
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Educational modules—Educational materials

Commissioned by the educational initiative Encouraging Sustainability, the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, Environment and Energy developed educational
modules on the topics sustainable development, resources/energy, consumption,
climate/oceans, economy/new world order, and water/food/population to accompany the book series. The research group “Sustainable production and consumption,” directed by Prof. Christa Liedtke and Dr. Maria J. Welfens, carried out the
project. The modules can be used in seminars and workshops in vocational training and continuing education. They are available to disseminators in the field of
education, show the interlinkages of the various topics in the individual areas of
action, and include workshop materials for a wide range of target groups.

Priv.-Doz. Dr. Dirk Solte
and Michael Matern (European Academy of Otzenhausen) developed a
seventh educational module on money and the global financial system. Commissioned by ALWIS (Arbeitsleben Wirtschaft Schule e.V.), a team of teachers headed by Petra Lauermann
developed a teaching module based on the other modules for the high school
subject sustainable development.
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Educational platform for Encouraging Sustainability
European Academy of Otzenhausen

The European Academy of Otzenhausen
(EAO) has become a central platform for education on sustainable development, thanks
to the deep bonds with Forum für Verantwortung and its co-sponsorship of the educational initiative Encouraging Sustainability.
Not only have all the colloquiums and almost
all of the foundation’s public seminars taken
place here, but sustainability has become the
cross-cutting topic of the Academy’s seminar
program itself, alongside European education. The heads of department and directors
of studies have integrated sustainable development into the programs of their
day-to-day political educational work with great dedication. Joint global responsibility in the context of sustainability is an important building block in the international study programs, in which students from Japan, Australia, the US, or
other countries learn about European culture and politics. Forum für Verantwortung often supports these programs through lectures. In the public speaking seminars, in particular young people work on sustainability topics, as evidenced by
an entire series of events in 2014 under the motto “Gerecht geht anders” (“Justice requires a change”), which was supported financially by Forum für Verantwortung. Sustainability has also proven to be an important building block in the
German-French programs, for instance with farmers and farmers in training from
Germany, France, and Luxembourg. From the perspective of European education,
sustainability must be a central topic of European foreign policy: in continuation
of being a global role model of a peaceful community of previously hostile states,
Europe today must take a pioneering role in overcoming the global challenges.
Thus, sustainability topics play a major role in the seminars organized by all of
EAO’s departments.

AUSEN.DE
MORE INFORMATION: WWW.EAO-OTZENH
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UN Decade of Education
for Sustainable Development

DE
MORE INFORMATION: WWW.BNE-PORTAL.

In 2013, the educational initiative Encouraging Sustainability was distinguished as
an Official Project of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development
for the fourth time.
In the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), the
member states of the United Nations committed to strengthening education for
sustainable development from the kindergarten to the university level as well as
outside of classroom settings and in informal learning.
Klaus Wiegandt, CEO of the foundation Forum für Verantwortung, has been a
member of the National Committee for the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development appointed by the German UNESCO Commission since 2008.
From 2015 on, the UN Decade will be continued in the form of a global action
program.
Numerous additional projects
as well as cooperation initiatives with prestigious partners
have developed from the initiative; comprehensive information is available at www.
mut-zur-nachhaltigkeit.de (in
German only).

CHHALTIGKEIT.DE
MORE INFORMATION: WWW.MUT-ZUR-NA

2015

2014
2014

2013
2013

2012
2012

2011
2011

2010
2010

2009
2008
2009
2008

2007
2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

